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Baa rmy on pain of an Inttaiit dec
Uratlon of war. Stnrtle.l aa they were
fcr the niNldenness with which this ter-rif-

wat rlinid had rlnen on the Kistern
liorlton, the leailcr of the tuition

round the Kliift In hla resolution to
reftite thp demand and to prepare for
reJlitance. They were aware of the
Jinitfr nhlch would confront Hie, olvlllnn
population of the country If It were
tempted to take purl In the work of na-
tional d.fnre. Orclera were Accordingly
Miie1 ''' c'v" Kvrrnnrs of piov-..ire- s,

and hy the hurgoncietera nt towns,
that th civilian InhiihlMnts were to
take no part In hostilities and to offer
no provocation to the Invaders. Thai
n ejcuse mlRht be furnished for e.

the population nf many
towns were Instructed to er

.ill firearm Into the lunula of
the local ofllclnl.

Thin happened on August 2. On the
nenlnc of Austin 3 the German t mops
crowed the frontier. The Morm burst
10 mddenly that neither party hud time
to adjust Its mind to the situation. The
Oermana feem to have expected an easy
purafte. The Itrlslan roptilntlon, never
dreamlnff of nn attnek, cre rtnitlcil
and stupefied.

Vlllaiiri P Ulnar tl nntl Hornet.
On AUKUst 1 the roads cotivcrRltiR

upon I.leue from northeast, eiet nml
louth ere covered with Ocintnii Heath'
Head lluesars and Uhlans pressing for-
ward to seize the passage over the
Meuse. Kroni the very hettlnnltiK of the
operations the civilian population of the
vlllatea Yyine upon the line of the Ger-
man advance were made to experience
th extreme horrors of war. "On the
4th of August," says one witness, "at
ll(rv" (a village not far from the
frontier), "I saw at about 2 o'clock In
the afternoon, near the station, five
Uhlans: these were the first Herman
troop I had seen. They were followed
by a German oftlcer and some soldiers
In a motor car. The men In the car
called out to a couple of young fellows
who were standing about thirty yatds
away. The young men, belni: afraid,
ran off and then the Germans fired and
killed one of them named P ," The
murder of this Innocent fugitive civilian

a a prelude to the burning and pillage
of Herve and of other villages In the
nelrhborhood, to the indlxrrlinlnate
hooting of civilians of both sexes and

to the organized military execution of
batches of selected males. Thus at
Herve some fifty men escaping fiom the
hurnlng houses were seized, taken out-
side the town and shot. At Mclen. a
hamlet west of Herve, forty men were
ehot. in one household alone the father
and mother (names given) were shot,
the daughter died after being repeatedly
outraged and the son nan wounded
Nor were children exempt. "About Au-
gust 4," sa one witness, "near Vottem.

were pursuing some Uhlans. 1 saw
a man, a woman and a girl about 9. who
had been killed. They were on the
threshold of a house, one on the top of
the other, as If they hail been shot down,
one after the other, as they tried to
escape."

Civilians Stimuli trrrd.
The burning of the villages In this

neighborhood and the wholesale slaugh-
ter of civilians, such a occurred nt
Herve, Mlchernux and Snumagne. ap-
pear to he connected with the exasperat-
ion caused by the resistance of I'nrt
I'leron, whose guns lurreil the main
road from Alx la ('Impede to Liege.
Knrjge.l by the losses which they had
sustained, KUMiicloiis of the temper of
the civilian population and probably
thinking tti.it by exceptional severities
at the outset they could cow th spirit
of the Helglan nation, the German

and men speedllv accustomed
themselves to the slaughter of civilians
1 low rapidly the process was effected Is T

311?hp cnonh.Xd .ffffSthS'a

Illustrated by nn entry In the diary of , , h Inhabitants chased away and
rES V?5 T"'Jn "V August r. was In '" "hot. Not one of the

ilreda of houses were snared. Kvery
front of Fort Fleron. He Illustrates
his story by a sketch map. "The posi-
tion," he nays, "wns dangerous. A
suspicious civilians were hanging about

houses 1, 2, 3. 4, 5 were cleared, the
inners arrested (and shot the following

fired
of and we

then
of

and been were eertmng
we

town everything
of

ascertained."
were shot

heart
rades and narrowly .escaped being killed.
.V German, cnorant that nouse nao
heen reported, fact,
that he had been fired upon from that

had been challenged by the
field patrol .and failed to give the
countersign. Hoffman continues: "Ten
minutes later, people approach who are
talking exottedly apparently Germans.

call out "Halt, who's there?' Suddenly
fir la upon ua, which I

cut only escape by quickly .n
on side with fragment of
wall and piece glass flying around
m. call 'Halt, her Field Patrol.'
Then It stops, and there appear
Itomer with three platoons. A man
ha reported that he had been sjhot at
out of our house; no wonder. If he does
no, give countersign." The entry,
though August 6th, evi-
dently on the 6th or later,

the writer refers to the sus-
picious civilians having been shot
on that day, Hoffman 'does no?
of what offence clvlllnns were

and there positive
to connect their slaughter with re-

tort made by the German who had ben
fired on by They
"suspicious" and that enough.

Systematic F.aecutlons.
The systematic execution of civilians,

which In cases, the diary Just
cited shows, was on genuine
mistake, given wide extension
throurh the province of i.lege. In

very many
were summarily shot. In

field belonging to man named K
or 57 were put to dentil. A German

officer said "You have shot nt us." One
of the villagers asked to allowed

peak, and said "If think these
P'ople nred, kill me, but let them go."

answer three The
were bayonetted. Their coip'cs

re seen In field that night by an-
other witness. at least had been
mutilated. TheBe were not the

In Soumagne. The
the saw, on hla way

on't of young girl of
13. Another witness IS corpses,

meadow.
At Trembleur, on the Cth,

some civilians captured by Ger-
man soUiers, who took steps to
them to but wrre re-

trained by arrival of an offlcer.
The prisoners were taken

off Battle and tlv were shot In
field. No reason assigned for their
murder.

In the meantime house burners were
ork. On 6th Uattlce was

In tl.
10th over 300 hnuws were burned at
Herve, while mounted men shot Into
'loors and windows to the cs--

the Inhabitants.
At Ilomaln on about the
Ui of August the mala Inhabitants,

some bedridden old men, were
Imprisoned In the church. The burgo-
master brother and th
oayonetted.

On or about the 14th and 16th the
Wage of Viae wa completely destroyed,

officer directed the Incendiaries, who
worked with beriiln.
Antique and china were removed from
the houses, befor their destruction, by
officer, who guarded plunder

wasi protected for time hv i,.,tir.
posted on the door by officers. Thisnotlcea been to com-
mittee. After the removal of the val-
uables this house also burned.

and tlarajoinnitrr Shot.
German soldiers had arrived on the

I Bin at lllegny Tremuleur and seizedquantity of wine. On the 16th prisoners
wile taken; four, the priest
and the burgomaster, were hot. On the
Finite tla) hostages were
elzed t l'lemalle and marched off.
here they were told that unless Kort

l'lemalle suriendered by noon they
would be shot. It sunendtr andtlicy were retensed.

Kntrles In German diary show that
mi the lath the German soldiers gate,
themselves up to debauchery In the
stiects of l.lege. and on night of2tli (Thursdaj) mnssacr took place
In the streets, beginning near the Oafstatpnitler, nt which there Is said to
have been dinner attended by Ilusstan
mid other students. A proclamation Is-
sued by General on the following
day gave the version of af-
fair, which that his troops had been
II d on by Musslan The (IUi
slnles th.it in the night the Inhabitants
of l.lege became mutinous and thatpersons weit shot. Tils Helglan wlt
bosses vehemently deny that there had
been any proocatlon some stat-
ing that many Get man were
diunk, others giving evidence which In-

dicates that oiTalr was planned
It is stated that at 6 o'clock

In the evening, long before the shooting,
citizen was warned by friendly Ger-

man not to go out that night.
Though cause of the massacre Is

In dispute, the lesults are known with
certainty. The Hue des i'ltteurs and
houses In Place de I'Unlverslte and
thn Qual des I'ccheuiH were systemati-
cally tired with benzine, and man In-

habitants were burned alive In their
houses, their efforts to escape being pre-
vented by rifle fire. Twenty people were
shot while trying to escape before the
eyes of one of the witnesses. The
l.lege Brigade turned out but was
not allowed to extinguish Die. Its
carts, however, weie usefully employed
In removing heaps of civilian corpses to
the Town Hall, The fire burned on
through night nml the murders con-
tinued on the following the 21st.
Thirty-tw- o civilians were killed on
day In the de I'Unlverslte alone,
and witness states this was fol-

lowed by the rape In open day of fif-

teen or twenty women on tables In
square It'flf

Ontrnars Tlironichnnt District.
No depositions are before us which

deal will) events In the city of t.lege
after this date. Outrages, however, con-
tinued In various places In the province.

For example, on about list of
August, at Peplnster. two wltnesw were
seized as hoslages and were
together with live others, that unless
they could civilian who was
alleged to have shot soldier In the leg.
they would shot themselves They
escaped their fate because one of the
hostages convinced the that the
alleged shooting. If It took place nt all,
took place Irt the Commune of Cornesse
and not that of Peplnster. whereupon the
Hurgomaster of ("oinesse, who was old
and very deaf, was shot forthwith.

The outrages' on the civilian
were not confined to the village

mentioned above, but appear to have
been general throughout this district
from the very outbreak of war.

An entry In one of the diaries says:
"We crossed the Belgian frontier on 16th
August. 1911. at 1 In the forenoon.
and then we went steadily along
main road we got Into Belgium.
Hnrdlv were we there when we had,,.,;. ,,,, ,,... . ,,,nl

thing was plundered and burned. Hardly
had we passed through this large village
before the next village burned, nnd
so It went on continuously. On the lfith
of Aucust. 1914. the village of

they nil knell down nnd prayed, but that
no ground tor mercy, .i i"

out and they fell back
green grass and slept forever" ("Die

wurden amt una sonaers
herausgeholt und erschossen: aber
dieses Erschlessen war dlrekt herxzer-relsen- d

sle all knleben und beteten,
aher half keln Erbarmen. Eln paar
Schtl krackten und die Helen ruck-lin- g

In das grtlne Or und verachllefen
fOr lmmer."

VALLEYS OF MEUSE AND

SAMBKE.

While rh First Army, under the com-

mand of Oen. Alexander von Kluck,
wa mastering th passagea of the
Meuse between Vise and Nnmur. and
carrying out th scheme of devastation
which has already been described,

of th Second German
under Oen. Bulow, wer

proceeding up the Meuse valley
On Wednesday, Au-

gust the 12th. the town of Huy, which
stands half way between Nnmur and
Mege. was seized. On Aug. 20. German
guns opened lire on Namur Three
days later the city was evacuated by
Its defenders, and the Germans pro-

ceeded along the valley of the Sambre
through Tamlnes and Charlerol to Mons.
Meanwhile a force under Gen. von
llausen bad advanced upon Dlnant, by
haroche, and Achene, and on
Aug. 16, made an unsuccessful assault
upon that town. A few days later the
attack renewed and with success,
ai.d, Dlnant captured. Von Hauaen's
army streamed Into France by Bou-vin-

and Bethel, firing and looting th
vlllnges and shooting th Inhabitant
they passed through.

with regard to th
of Namur less voluminous than
relating to the north of Belgium.

This Is due to the fact that
tin- - testimony of Is

vallahle, as the tuwns and villages
once occupied by Germans were
seldom reoccupled by the opposing troops
and the number of refugees who have
reached Kngland from the Namur dls-tri-

is small.
Andenna Is a town on th

Meuse between Llego and Namur, lying
opposite the village of fiellles (with
which connectea oy a onuge over
the river), and one of the earlier
places on the German advance
up the Meuse. In order to understand
the story of the massacre which ocurred
there on Thursday, Aug. 20, the follow-
ing should bo born In mind: The
German advance was hotly contested
by Belgian and French troops on
left bank of th Meuse on th
of Selllea. At 8 A. M. on th nineteenth
th Belgian found further resistance
Impossible in the district, and retired un-

der shelter of the forts of A
they ratlred they blew up Andenne bridge.
Th German arrived In Andenne at
about 10 A. M., whan ten or twelve
Uhlan rod Into th town. They went
to th brldg and found was destroyed.
They then retired, but returned about
half and sour aftwward. Soon after

burned down. On he
A at I was.'ay). Suddenly village was

crosned the bridge over thebaggage train, dayout It bun-t- s our jam
the fourth company of the Twenty- - Mouse at 11 :r.O In the morning. "W e

.u .. i,, a O..II. nrr vei at the town Wanllrc. Here
way shelled bv our own ar- - the houses spared, but
tlllery. From the point H.l. (shown lit was examined. At last were out or
diary) I shoot a civilian with rifle at the nnd went In ruins.
400 meters elap through the head, as we In one house a whole collection

Within few I ons was found. The Inhabitants with-hour- s,

Hoffman, while In house 3, was out exception brought out and
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Harold Cox.
that aeveral thousand German en-

tered the town and made arrangements
to spend the night there. Thus, on
the evening on the 19th August a large
body of German troops were In posses-
sion of the town, which they had en-

tered without any resistance on the
part of the allied armies or of th ci-

vilian population,

Slaaarhter Contlnned Tiro Honrs,
About 4 :J0 o'clock on the next after-

noon shot were fired from the left bank
of the Meuse nnd replied to by the Ger-
mans In Andenne. The village of
Andenne had been Isolated from the
district on t,he left bank of the Mouse
by the destruction of the bridge, and
there Is nothing to suggest that the
filing on the left came from the In-

habitants of Andenne. Almost Imme-
diately, however, the slaughter of these
Inhabitants began and continued for
over two hours nnd Intermittently during
the night. Machine guns were brought
Into play The German troops were
said to be for the most p.ut drunk
and the eertalnly murdered and
ravaged unrhecRed. A reference to the
German diaries In the Appendix will give
some Idea of the' extent to which the
aimy gave Itself up to drink through
the month of August.

When the fire slackened about 7

o'clock many of the townspeople fled In
the direction of the quarries; others re.
malned li their houses. At this moment
the whole of the district round the sta-

tion wns on fire nnd houses were flam-
ing over a distance of two kilometers In
the direction of the homlct of Tramaks
The little farms which rise one nbove
the nlber on the high ground of the
right bank were also burning.

At fi" o'clock on the following morning,
the 21st, the Germans began to drag the
Inhabitants from their bouses. Men,
women and children were dilven Into
the square where the sexes were sepa-
rated. Three men weie then shot nnd a
fourth was bayonetted, A German
Colonel was present whose Intention In
the first place appealed to be lo shoot
all the men. A young Geim.iti girl who
had been staying In ll-- neighborhood
Interceded with him, and aftei some
parleying some of the prisoners were
picked out, taken to the buik nf the
Meuse and there shot. The Colonel ac-

cused the population of llrtng on the
soldiers, but there Is no re.i-o- n in think
that any of them had done m and no
ItKiuli appears to have b.- - n nine

About 400 people lost llieii lives In
this mansacie, some on the banks or the
Meuse, where they were shot according
to ordeis given, and some In the cellars
of the houses where they had taken
refuge. IJIght men belonging to one
family were murdered. Another man
was placed close to a machine gun
which was fired through him. His wife
brought his body home on n wheel-bnrio-

The Germans broke Into her
house and ransacked It and plied UP all
the eatables In a heap on the floor and
lelleved themselves upon It.

A hairdresser was murdered In bis
kitchen whera he was sitting with a
child on each knee. A paralytic was
murdered In his garden. After this ,

came the general sack of the town.
Many of the Inhabitants who corapeu
the massacre were kept as prisoners and
compelled to clear the housrn of corpses
nnd bury them In trenches. These pris
oners were subsequently used as a
shelter and protection for a pontoon
bridge which the Germans had built
ncross the river and were so used to
prevent the Belgian forts from firing
upon It.

Saldter Hold Fete Nactnrae.
A few dam later th Oarmanai cele

brated a Fet Nocturne In th quara
Hot wine, looted In the town, was drunk
and th women were compelled to glv
thre cheers for the Kalier and to sing

Deutachland uber Allea."
Th fight around Namur wa accom

panied by aporadlo outrages. Near
Marchovelett wounded men were mur
dered In a farm by oerman soldier.
The farm was set on fire. A German
cavalryman rode away holding In front
of him one of the farmer' daughters
crying and dlehevelled.

At TetiiB oux on August z a pro
fessor of modern languages at the Col
lege of Namur was shot at hi front
door by a German omcer. ueiore ne
died he neked the officer the reason for
this brutality, and the omcer .replied
that ho had lost his temper because
some civilians had fired upon the Ger
mans as they entered the village, 'rnis
allegation wasi not proved. The Bel
gian army was still operating in me

and It may well be that It
was from them that the eihots In ques-tlo- n

proceeded. After th murder the
house was burned.

On August 24 and 26 majisaore were
carried out at Surlce, In which many
priAons belonging to tne professional
classes as well as others were killed.

Nnmur whs entered on August
The troops signalled their entry by fir-

ing on n crowd of 160 unarmed, unre-
sisting civilians, ten alone of whom es-

caped.
A witness or gooa (rcamrinc wno wa

In Namur describes how th town wa
aet on fir systematically In six differ-
ent places. As th Inhabitant fled from
the burning houses they were shot by
the German troop. Not less than 140
nouses were burnt.

On the 25th the hospital at Namur
was set on fire with Inflammable pas-
tilles, the pretext being that soldiers In
the hospital had fired upon the Ger-
mans.

At Dene, on the 28th of August, a
Belgian soldier who had been taken
prisoner saw three civilian fellow pris-
oners shot. One wa a cripple and an-

other an old man of eighty who was
paralyzed. It was alleged by two Ger-
man soldier that these men had shot
at them with rifles. Neither of them
had rifles, nor had they anything In
their Dockets. The witness actually saw
the Germans search them and nothing
was found.

Charlerol District.
In Tamlnes, a large village on the

Meuse between. Namur and Charlerol
the advnnced guard of the German army
appeared in the nrst fortnight in Aug'
uat, and In thia an well a In other
villages In the district It Is proved that
a lurg number of 'civilians, among
them aged people, women and chil-
dren, were deliberately killed by the
soldier. One witness describes how
she saw a Belgian boy of fifteen shot
on Vh village green at Tamlnes, and a
day or, two later on th same green h
llttl girl and her two brother (name
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given) who wer looking at th Oer-ma- n

soldiers were killed befor her
ryes for no apparent reason, The prin-

cipal massacre nt Tamlnes took place
about August the 23rd. A witness de-

scribes how he saw the public square
tittered with corpses, and after a search
found those of his wife and child, a little
girl of seven.

Another wltnes. who lived near
Tamtnes. went Uiere on August 2". and
says: "It Is absolutely destroyed and
a mass of ruins."

At Morlanwelz. about this time, the
British army, together with some French
cavalry, were compelled to retire before
the German troops. The latter took
the burgomaster nnd Ms man servnnt
prisoner nnd shot them both In front of
the Hotel de Vllle at Peronnc (Belgium),
where the bodies were left In the e'.rcet
for forty-eig- hours. The usual

of tiring by civilians was made.
It In strenuously denied by the witness,
who declares thnt three or four days
before the arrival of the Germans cir-

culars bad been distributed to every
bouse and placards had been posted In

the town ordering the deposit of nil fire-

arms at the Hotel do Vllle and that this
oidei bad been complied with.

At Monceau-sur-Simbr- e on the 21st
of Align' a young man of IS was shot
In hl garden. Ills rather and nroiner
were seized In their 'house and shot In

the courtyard of a neighboring country
house. The son was shot first. ine
father ns compelled to stand close to
the feet of his son's corpse nnd to fix
his ryr upon him while he himself was
sbo' The corpse of the young mnn shot
ii the garden was carried Into the nous

and put on a bed. The next morning
the Germans nsKea wnere tne corpse
wns. When they found It wns In the
house they fetched straw, packed It
round the bed on which th corpe was
lying nnd set fir to It and burnt the
house down. A great many house were
burnt In Monceau,

lloartaate TJd sua Shield.
A vtvtd picture of th event at

has been given by a
witness of high standing who had ex-

ceptional opportunities of observation.
In the early morning or naiurnny.
August 22. Uhlans renched Mcmtlgny.
The French nrmy wns about 4 kilo-
meters away, but on a hill near the vil
lage were a oelacnment or rrencn
about 150 to 200 strong lying In am-

bush. At about 1:30 the main body of
tho German army began to nrrlvn.
Marching with them were two groups
of hostages, about 400 In nil.
Of these 300 were surrounded with a
rope held by the front, rear nnd outside,
men. Tho French troops In ambush
onened (Ire nnd Immediately the Ger
mans commenced to destroy tho town, i

Incendiaries with a distinctive badge on
their arm went down the main street
throwing handful of Inflammatory nnd
explosive pastilles Into the houses. Theee
pastilles were carried by them In lags,
and In this way about 130 houses were
destroyed In me main street, ny
10:30 P. M. some 200 more hostages had
been collected. These were drawn from
Montlgny Itself, and on thnt night
aliout tlfty men, women nnd children
were placed on the bridge over the
Snmhre and kept there all night. The
bridge was similarly guarded for a day
or two, apparently either fron a fear
that It was mined or In the belief that
these men, women and children would
afford some protection to the Germans
In the event of the French attempting
to storm the bridge. At on period of
the German occupation of Montlgny,
eight nuns of the Order of Bte. Marie
were captives on tho bridge. Hnuso
hurnlng was accompanied by murder,
and on the Monday morning twenty-seve- n

clvlllnns from one parish nlone
were-see- lying dead In the hoepltnl.

Other outrages committed at Jumet,
Bouflloulx, Charlerol, Mnrchtennes-au-Pon- t,

Couillet nnd Maubeuge ure
In the depositions given In the

Appendix,

Dlnant.
A clear statement of the outrages at

Dlnant, wlilch many travellera will re-

call ns a singularly plctuiesqtie town on
the Meuse, Is given hy one witness, who
says that the Germans began burning
houses In the Hue St. Jacques on tho
21st of August and that ewry houso In
the street was burned. On the following
day an 'engagement took place between
the French and the Germans, and the
witness spent the whole day In the cellar
of a bank with his wife nnd children.
On the morning of the 23d, about 6
o'clock, firing censed, and almost Imme-
diately afterward n party of Germain
came to the house. They rang the bell
and began to batter at the door nnd
window. Th witness' wlf went to
the door and two or three Germans came
In. Th family war ordered out Into

the street. Titer they found another
family, and the two families were driven
with their hands nbove their heads
along the nu Grande. All thn houses
In th street were burning. The' party
was eventually put Into a forge where
there were n number of other prisoners,
about a hundred In all. and were kept
there from 11 A. M, till 2 P. M, They
were then taken to the person. There
they were assembled In a courtyard and
searched No arms were found. They
were then passed through Into the prison
Itself and put Into cells. The witness
and his wife were eepirnted from each
other. During the next hour the witness
heard rifle shots continually and no-

ticed In the corner of a courtyard lead-
ing off the row of cells the body of a
young mnn with a mantle thrown over
It He recognized the mantle ns having t

belonged to his wife. The witness's
daughter was allowed to go out to see
whnt had happened to her mother, and
the witness himself was allowed to go
across the courtyard half an hour after-
ward for the same purpose He found
his wife lying on the tloor In a room.
She bad bullet wounds In four places,
but wns alive and told her husband to
rc'um to the children, end he did so.

120 Dodles of Clvlllnns.
About 6 o'clock In the evening he saw

tho Germans bringing out all the young
and middle aged men from the cells and
ranging their prisoners to the number
of forty In three rons In the middle nf
the courtyard. Almut twenty Germans
were drawn up opposite, but before nny-thin- g

was done there was a tremendous
fusillade from some point near the
prison and the civilians were hurried
luck to their cells, Half an hour later
the same forty men were brought back
Into th courtyard, Almost Immediately
there wa a second fusillade like the
first and they were driven back to the
cells again. About 7 o'clock the wit-
ness and other prisoners were brought
out of their cells and marched out of
the prison. They went between two ltnes
of troops to noche Bayard, about a kilo-
meter awny. An hour later th women
nnd children were separated and the
prisoners wer brought back to Dlnant,
passing th prison on their way Just
outside the prison the witness saw three
lines of bodies which he recognlze-- l ns
being those of nelghtxirs. They were
nearly all dead, but he noticed move-tne-

In some of them. There were
about 120 bodies. The prisoners wen
then taken up to the top of the hill out-
side Dlnant and compelled to stay theie
till S o'clock In the morning, On the

day they were put Into cattle
trucks and taken thence to Cobtenz. For
three months they remained prisoners In
Germany.

Unarmed civilians were killed In
masses at other places near the prison.
About ninety bodies were seen lying on
the top of one another In n grass square
opposite the convent. They included
many relatives of n witness whose dep-
osition will he found In the Appendix
This witness asked a Gentian ollicer why
her husband had been shot, nnd he told
her that it was beentise two of her sons
had been In the civil guard nnd had shot
nt the Germans, As a matter of fact
one of her sons was at thnt time In
l.lege nnd the other In Brussels, It Is
stnted that besides the ninety corpses

to nbove sixty corp'es of civil-
ians were recovered from n hole ln the
brewery yard nnd that forty-eig- bod-
ies of women and children were found
In n garden. The town was systematl.
cally pet on fire by hand grenades.

Another witness saw n little girl nf
seven, one of whose legs waa broken
nml the other Injured by a bayonet.

We have no reason to believe that
the civilian population of Dlnant gave
any provocation or that any other de-
fence can be put forward to Justify the
treatment Inflicted upon Its citizens.

As regards this town and the ndvance
nf the German army from Dlnnnt lo
Bethel on the Alsne, n graphic nccnunt
Is given In the diary of a Saxon ollicer
Note A ropy of this diary was given

by the French military authorities to
the British Headquarters Staff In
Franco, nnd the latter havn communi
cated It tn the Committee, This diary
contlrniH what Is clear from tho evi-
dence ns a whole both na regnrda these
and other districts, that civilians were
constantly taken na prlsoneis, often
dragged frnm their homes ami shot
under the direction of the niithorltlcH
without any charge being mndo against
them. An event of the kind Is thus
roferred to In n diary entry : "Appar-
ently 200 men were shot, There must
have been some Innocent men among
them. In future wo shall have to hold
tin Inquiry ns to their guilt Instead of
shooting them." The shooting of In.
habitants, women and children as wi ll
as men, went on after tho Germans had
passed Dlnant on their way Into Frnnce,
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The houses and villages were pillaged
and property wantonly destroyed.

THE AER.SCH0T, MALINES, VIL-VORD-E

AND LOUVAIN
QUADRANGLE.

About August 9 a powerful screen of
cavalry masking the general advance
of th" first nnd second German armies
was thrown forward Into tho provinces
of Brabant and l.lmburg. The progress
of the Invaders wne contested at several
points, probably near Ttrlemont on the
I.ouvaln road, and at Dlest, Haelen anil
Schalten on the Aurschot road, by

of the main Belgian army
which was drawn up upon the line of the
liyle. ln their preliminary skirmishes
the Belgians morn than oncn gHlned
advantages, hut after the fall on August
IS of thi last of the l.lege torts the
great line of railway which runs through
l.lege toward Brussels and Antwerp In
one direction and toward Nnmur and
the. French frontier In another fell Into
the hands of the Grrmnns From this
moment tho advance of the main army
was swift and Irresistible. On August
19 Inuvatn nnd Aersvhol were occupied
by the Germans, the former without re-
sistance, thn latter after a struggle
which resulted early tn thn day In the
retirement of the Belgtnn army upon
Antwerp. On August 20 the Invaders
made their entry Into Brussels.

Thn quadrangle of territory bounded
ny ine towns or Aerechot, Maltnes.

and louvatn Is n rich agricul
tural tract, atudded with small villages
and comprising two conslderahln cities.
I.ouvaln and .Maltnes. This district on
August 19 paesnd Into the hands of the
Germans, and, owing perhaps to Its
proximity to Antwerp, then thn seat of
the Belgian Oovemment and headquar-
ters of the Belgian army. It e

from that date a scene of chronic out-
rage, with respect to which the com-ml't-

has recolved a great mass of evi-
dence.

The witness to thee occurrences are
for the most part imperfectly educated
jnrsons who cannot give accurate dates,
so It Is Impossible tn some cases to fix
the dates of particular crimes; and the
total number of outrsges la so great
that we cannot refer to all of them In
the body of the report or give
all the depositions, relating to them In
the Appendix. The main eventa, how-
ever, are abundantly clear and group
themselves naturally round three date-s-
August 19, August 25 and Septembei
11.

New Ontrnnrs After Defeat.
Thn arrival of the Germans In the dis-

trict on August 19 was marked by sys-
tematic massacres nnd other outrages at
Aerschot Itself, Gelrode and some other
villages.

On August 26 the Belgians, sallying
out of the defences of Antwerp, attacked
the German positions at Mnllnes, drove
the enemy from the town and reoccupled
many of the villages, such as Sempst,
Hnfstade and Kppeghem, ln the neigh-
borhood. And Just ns numerous out-
rages agnlnst thn civilian population had
hecn tho Immediate consequence of the
temporary repulse of the German van-
guard from Fort Fleron, so a large body
of depositions testify to the fact that a
Midden outburst of cruelty wns the re-

sponse of the German army to the Bel-
gian victory nt Mallnes The ndvnncn of
the German army to thn Dyln had been
accompanied by reprehensible and In-

deed (In certain cases) terrible outrages,
but these had been. It would appear,
Isolated acts, some of which are attribu-
ted by witnesses to Indignation at the
check at Haelen, whll other may have
been th consnqunnc of drunkenness
But the battl of Maltnea had reaulta of
a different order.

In th first plao It waa th occasion
nf numerous murder committed by th
German army In retreating through the
vlllag'a of Sempst, Hofstade, Kppeghem.
F.lewyt. and elsewhere. In the second
plnce, It led, as It will be shown later,
to the masnrrns, plundering, and burn-Inc- s

at Iouvaln, the signal for which
was provided by "hots exchanged be-

tween the Germin nrmy retreating after
Its repulse at Mnllnes and some mem-
bers of the German garrison nf I,iu-vai-

who mistook their fellow coun-ryrne- n

for Belgians. lastly, thn en
counter nt Mnllnes seems to havn stung
th Germans Into establishing a reign
of terror In so much of the district com-
prised tn the quadt angle ns remained In
their power. Mnny houses were dn.
strayed and their contents stolen. Hun-
dreds of prisoners were locked up In

vnrlous churches, nnd were In some In-

stances marched about from one village
to another. Some of these were Anally
conducted to I,ouvnin and linked up with
the hinds of prisoners taken In Louvaln
Itself, and sent to Germany nnd else,
w here.

On September 11, when the Germans
wrre driven out of Aerschot serosa the
river Demer by a successful sortie from

ntwerp, murders nf civilians were tak-
ing place In thn villages which the Bel-
gian army then recaptured from the
Germans. These crimes bear a strong
resemblance to those committed ln Hof-xlnd- n

nnd other villages after the battle
of Mallnes,

AERSCHOT AND DISTRICT.

Period I. I inxnst tf and FoIIott-ln- a

Day).
Thn German nrmy entered Aerschot

quite early In the morning. Workmen
going to their work were seized and
taken na hostnges.

Tho Germans, apparently already Ir-

ritated, proceeded to mako a search for
the prle-t- s and threatened tn burn the
convent It the priests should happen tn
lio found thre. One priest wns accused
of Inciting the Inhabitants to tire on tho

mips, and when ho denied It, th
Burgomaster was blamed by thn ofllcer.
Tli priest then showed the ollicer the
nptlces os. the walls, signed by th
Burgomaster, warning the Inhabitants
not to intervene) In hostilities.

It nppears that they accused the priest
of having fired nt the Oerinan from
the tower of the church. This la Im-

portant, becnuso It Is one of the not
Infrequent cases In which tho Germans
ascribed firing from n church to priests,
wlieiciB In fact this firing came from
Belgian soldiers, and also because It
siems to show thnt thn Germans' from
the moment of their arrival In Aerchot

were seeking to pick a quarrel with the By this time very many of the troops
inhabitants, and this goes far to explain J were drunk.
their subsequent conduct. Hostages On the following day n number of th
were collected, until 200 men, some of clvlllnns were shot under the orders of
whom went Invalids, were gathered to- - an omcer, together w.tli the Burgomas.
KMher. I ter. his hro'b.M and l''s son. Of this In- -

Monsieur Tlelmans. the Burgomaster, cldent, which Is spoken to by many wit-w-

then ordered hy some German cm-- 1 nesses, n clear at .mint is given! "Ger-cer- s
to nildress tho crowd and to tell man soldiers came and took hold if me

them to hand In any weapons which and every other nun thov could see. andthey might have In their posere-l- on at i eventually there were about sixty nf us,
tho Town Hall, nml to warn them that including some nf so (I e, vearsnf age).any one who was found with weapons
wotini he Kiiit-d- . as n muter ot fact,
the arms In the possession of civilians
hud nlrendy been collected at the be-
ginning of the wnr. The Burgomaster's
speech resulted In the delivery of one
gun wlilch had been ued for pigeon
shooting. The hostages were then re
leased. Throughout the day the ton... .....ti'iid nm.i itf ,1... .m.i M

wln.wws were broken, and thV contents I

of the shop fronts ransacked. i

A shot was fired about 7 o'clock tn the
evening, by which lime many of the sol-
diers were drunk. The Germans were
noi or one minu ns m tne direction from
which the shot proceeded. Homo said It
came from n Jeweller's shoo, and some
said It came from other houses. No one
wan hit hy this shot, but thereafter Ger-
man soldiers began to fire In various
directions nt people In tho streets.

It Is said that a Oerman general or
colonel w.n killed nt the Burgomaster's !

and made us

nouse. As far as the committee havn civilians were In the church:
been able to nncerlaln, the Identity of I seven were taken out by fifteen German
the ofllcer lias never been revealed. The soldiers In chnrre of nn otllenr Just

version of the story Is thnt he side. One of the seven' tried to run
wns killed by the fifteen-year-ol- d son of away, whereupon all thn six who re.
thn Burgomaster; thn committee, how- - malned behind nllvn were shot. This
ever, Is entlslled by thn evidence of sev- - was on the night of August 19. No
eral Independent witnesses that some provocation had been given
German o'tllcers were standing at thn The men In question hid been sen relied
window of the Burgomaster's house, that iand no arms bad been found upon them
n large body of German troops were In Hem, ns nt Aerschot. precautions had
thn square, that some of these soldiers been taken previously to secure th de
were drunk and let off their rifles, that j livery up of nil nrms In the hands o'
tn the volley one of the ofllrers stand- - clvlllnns.
Ing at the window of the Burgomaster's I Some of the survivors were compelled
house fell, thnt nt thn time of the nccl-- 1 to dig graves for the seven At n later
dent the wife and son of th date thn corp'cs were and
ter had conn to tnk refuge In the cellar, reburlnd In cnnso.-raie- d ground Th
and that neither the Burgomaster nor marks of th bullets in the brick wall
his son were In the leist degree respon- - agalrst which th six were shot nere
slbln for thn occurrencn whten served I then allll plalnlv visible On the sam
as the pretext for their subsequent exe
cutlon, ami for thn firing and sack of
thn town,

Mine, Tlrlnmn's Arrnnnl,
'Note. This account agrees substan-

tially with that given In a letter writ-
ten by Mm Tlelmans, the Burgomas-
ter' wife, which tn printed In the fifth
report of the Belgian Commission. Th
lettr Is an follows :

"This Is how It About 4 ln
thn affrnoon my husband was giving
cigars to the sentinels stationed at the
door. I saw that the General and hi" prescribed by the responsible command-Aldes-de-Cam- p

wer looking at us frnm era of tho troops bv whom they uero
th balcony, nnd told him to come In- - committed. Tim Inference, however.
doors. Just then I looked towards the
Grand Palace, where morn than 2.000
Germans were nnd distinctly
saw two columns of smok follnwd bv
a fuslllad; the Germans wnr tiring on
the hous-- s, rind forcing their way Into
thm. My husband, children, servant.
and myself had Just time to dash Into
thn staircase leading to th cllar. The
Germans wer even firing Into th pas-
sages of th houses. After a few min-
utes of Indescribable horror, one of the
General's Aldes-de-Cim- p cam down nnd
said; 'Th Gneral Is dead, where Is the
Burgomaster?" My husband said to me,
Thlswlll be serious for me,' As he went
forward, I said to the
'You can see for yourself, sir, that my
husband did not Are.' Thnt makes no

h said, 'hn Is rnsponslbln.
My husbnnd was taknn off. My son. who
was at my side, took us Into another
cellar. The same p came
and dragged him out. nnd made htm
walk ln front of him. kicking him ns hn
went. The poor boy could hardly walk
That morning when they enmn to the
town th Germans hnd tired through the
windows of the houses, and a bullet hnd
come Into the room where my son wns,
nnd he hnd lieen wounded In the calf by
the ricochet. After my husband and son
had gon, I was dragged all through the
house by Germans, with their revolver.!
levelled nt my head. I waa compelled
to sn their dead General. Then my
daugh'er and I were thrown Into th
street without cloaks or anything. Wn
wer massd In the Grand Plic. d

by a cordon of soldiers, and
compelled tn witness th of
our beloved town Arid thn by th
hideous light of the fire I siw them for
thn Inst time, nlwiut on In th morning
my husband and my ly tied together
My brother-in-la- was behind them.
They were being led out to execution")

Th houses wi ro st on lire with
special appT-atus-

. wblln people were
dragged from their hou-e- s already burn-
ing, nnd som nero shot In the streets.

Many clvlllnns nei marched to a
field on the rond to Iouvnln nnd kept
there all night. Meanwhile many of thn
Inhabitants were eollectnd In th square.
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thv accompany them

Imprisoned

Burgomas- - disinterred

happened,

encamped,

difference,"

destruction

. . . all the prisoners had to walk
with their hinds above their heads We
were then stopped nnd made to stand
In a line, nml ,ii .nlker, a big fnt man
who had (a bluish un'form came
nlong the linn nnd d out the Bur-
gomaster, his brother and his son, and
some men who had been employed un- -

s". th.e 'd Cro"' ln '"picked out . . the remainder were
lnr,r "n"

I then heard some shots flre.l. I and
the other men turned round and we saw
all the ten men, Including the Burgo-
master, were 1)I"K on the ground." This
Incident Is spoid n of by other witnesses
also; some of ihelr depositions appear
In the Appendix.

Gelrodr,
On the same day, at Gnlrnde, n small

village close to Aerschot, twenty-fiv- e

day a woman was nhnt bv snip Oer-
man soldiers n she iv.is ualklng horn
This wns don at a distance of 100
yards and for no appircnt reason.

An account of n murder bv an nmYer
at Campenhout is given In a later part
of this report, and depositions relating
to Itotselnnr. and Wfspelacr
will be found In the appendix.

Thn commute Ih specially Impressed
hy th character of (b outrages com-
mitted In the smaller villages. Many of
these are exceptionally shocking and
cannot be reg.irdnl as eonteniplatd or

which wn draw from the.sn occurrences
s that when one troops have been en.

couraged in carter of terrorism the
mor savage and brutal natures, of
whom there are some In every large
armVi nre !,.,,,, to nln , .,, PXl.0
morn particularly In those regions where
they are least suhje. t tn observation and
control.

AERSCHOT AND DISTRICT.

I'rrlml II, (A n tens! IT..!
Immediately after the battl of .M-

allnes, which resulted In th evacuation
by th Germans of tho dlHtrlct of .Va-

lines, Hofstade and Uppeghem.
a long series of murders were com-
mitted either Jut before or during tha
retreat oT th nrmy. Many of th In-

habitants who were unarmed, Including
women and nung children, were killed

sonin of them under revolting circum-
stances.

Kvldenc given gies to show that thn
death of theee vllligers was due not M
nceldent but to deilb. r it., purpose. TN
wounds wrre genera H t i lis .,r nits, an, I

for the most part appear to havo been
Inflicted with the b.ijnnet

In Mallnes Itself many bodies wer
seen. One witness saw a German soldier
cut a woman's breasts after h had mur-
dered hr. and saw many other dr.nl
bodies of women In the streots.

ln Hofstade a number of houses hnd
heen set on fire and many corpsts were
Men. some In houses, name In back
yards and some in tho streets

Scvei.il examples nre given below.
Two witnesses sp-a- of having seen

th bodv of a young man pierced by
bivoiiM thrusts, with the w rlsts cut also.

On a sido ni.nl the corpse of a clvlllnii
was seen on hl doorstep llh a b.ijonet
wound In hl stomach, and by his hid
the dead Uidv of a liny of five or six
with his hands nearly severed.

The corpses nf a woman and boy wn.
sren nt the They had been
kllld with th bayonet.

In a cafe a young man, also killed
with the bayonet, wis holding his hands
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